LETTER  TO  COURT
we ordered assistant surgeons, belonging to this establishment, to do duty
nth March.           on board them for the remainder of their voyages.
*5th March.           Mr. A. Williamson is appointed to the Southampton
and Mr. G. M. Kenderdine to the Resolution.
18.  * At the request of Captain Mackenzie, of the Active frigate, we
have supplied that ship with   100  barrels of gunpowder, for which his
receipt    is   enclosed.     We   have   also   supplied   the
4th March              Valentine with 140 round and 50 double headed shots
for 12 pounders, in consequence of an application for
thai purpose from Captain Lewis.
19.    Twenty of  the  vessels   belonging  to  Mr.   Touchet,   which  we
mentioned in our last, were laden with rice by the twenty-fifth February,
agreeably to our orders, and had dropped down the
llt      arc '            river   as   far   as   Fulta;   but   the   southerly   monsoon
having set in with uncommon violence this [season], and remarkably earh,
we did not think it safe to let them proceed and have, in consequence,
ordered them to be unladen and laid by till the return of the mild season,
20.    By the copy  of our Secret  Letter overland,  dated  8th  April,
which makes  a number in  this packet,  you  will  observe   a  particular
state  of  the   investment  provided   for   this  season,   and   now   lying  in
the warehouse of the Board of Trade for want of tonnage to convey it
to England; you will also see the abstract of a plan we have adopted
for supplying an investment for the ensuing year, a copy of which, for
your fuller information,  we  enclose.    By untoward  accidents  we  have
been  deprived of the  services  of several  ships  which  we   expected  to
return to you in the course of this season.    The Neptune sprung a leak
and was obliged to proceed to Bombay for repairs, the Hinchinbrooke
never arrived, the Rochford has been under the necessity of depositing
her cargo at Madrass, the Chapman is still detained at that place and
the Resolution unable to proceed from hence; we hope nevertheless in
the course of next season,  reckoning .upon  the  aid of all  these ships,
except   the  Hinchinbrooke,   and   those   which   may   be   expected   from
Europe,  to dispatch to you forthwith cargoes before  the end of April
1783,
21.    You  have  been  informed  of  the   agreement  which   had   been
entered   into   with   Mr.   John   Prinsep   for  coining   and   establishing   a
copper   currency   throughout   these   provinces.    The   coin   was   received
accordingly at the treasury from his mint and issued in all payments made
from thence in the proportion of one per cent; but difficulties occurring
in circulating it by this mode, we gave orders not to
e ruary.         receive any more from the mint than could be actually
passed without coercion or constraint.    Mr. Prinsep having worked up
a large quantity complained  us of the  hardship  of  being obliged  to
maintain his  establishment  of a  mint,  which  had  been  formed  at  a
ble expence, and of being left with a great property in copper